Caldwell-Luc operation in the treatment of childhood bronchial asthma.
A follow-up study was carried out in 15 children with severe bronchial asthma. Chronic infection of the paranasal sinuses was connected with the unfavorable course of their bronchial asthma. As adenoidectomy and intranasal antrostomy had failed to cure the sinusitis, the Caldwell-Luc operation was performed at the age of 6-16 years. The follow-up examination was done 3-12 years after the radical operation of the maxillary sinuses. The majority of the patients had normal working capacity, and the need of medical treatment was reasonable. It is concluded that the Caldwell-Luc operation is indicated in children with severe bronchial asthma, when repeated respiratory infections are associated with asthmatic attacks and adenoidectomy and intranasal antrostomy have proved ineffective.